AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 Docket No: STL919990134US3/A8644 

Appln.No.: 09/750,475 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (currently amended): A method for automatically re-establishing a connection to a 
data source accessible by a plurality of remote applications, the method comprising: 

providing at least one interface module configured to interface with a remote application; 

providing at least one port module configured to interface between the interface module 
and the data source; 

providing a connection manager to facilitate the interface between the interface module 
and the at least one port module; 

detecting unavailability of the data source , by the at least one port module, in response to 
an initial request for the data source by the remote application; 

dynamically detecting availability of the data source , by the at least one port module, in 
response to a subsequent request for the data source; and 

re-connecting the data source to the remote application in response to the subsequent 
request, 

wherein the at least one port module detects the unavailability of the data source, sends 
an error message to the interface module indicating the unavailability of the data source, detects 
the availability of the data source in response to the subsequent request for the data source, 
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reestablishes a connection with the data source, and reconnects the remote application to the data 
source directly communicating with the remote application and 

wherein the at least one port module bypasses bypassing the connection manager in the 
subsequent request. 

2-5. (canceled). 

6. (previously presented): The method of claim 1, wherein re-connecting further 
comprises re-establishing a connection between the at least one port module and the data source 
independently from initialization of the connection manager. 

7. (previously presented): The method of claim 1, wherein re-connecting further 
comprises re-establishing a connection between the at least one port module and the data source 
without re-initializing the connection manager. 

8. (currently amended): A non-transitory computer readable medium having stored 
thereon computer executable instructions for performing a method for connecting a plurality of 
remote applications with a data source, the method comprising: 

providing at least one interface module configured to interface with a remote application; 
providing at least one port module to interface between the interface module and the data 

source; 
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providing a connection manager to facilitate the interface between the interface module 
and the at least one port module; 

detecting unavailability of the data source , by the at least one port module, in response to 
an initial request for the data source by the remote application; 

dynamically detecting availability of the data source , by the at least one port module, in 
response to a subsequent request for the data source; and 

re-connecting the data source to the remote application in response to the subsequent 
request, 

wherein the at least one port module detects the unavailability of the data source, sends 
an error message to the interface module indicating the unavailability of the data source, detects 
the availability of the data source in response to the subsequent request for the data source, 
reestablishes a connection with the data source, and reconnects the remote application to the data 
source by directly communicating with the remote application and 

wherein the at least one port module bypasses bypassing the connection manage r in the 
subsequent request . 

9-12. (canceled). 

13. (previously presented): The computer readable medium of claim 8, wherein re- 
connecting further comprises re-establishing a connection between the at least one port module 
and the data source independently from initialization of the connection manager. 
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14. (previously presented): The computer readable medium of claim 8, wherein re- 
connecting further comprises re-establishing a connection between the at least one port module 
and the data source without re-initializing the connection manager. 

15. (currently amended): A system for connecting a plurality of remote applications 
with a data source, the system comprising: 

an interface module configured to interface with a remote application; 

a port module , implemented by the processor, configured to interface between the 
interface module and the data source; and 

a connection manager module configured to facilitate an interface between the interface 
module and the port module, wherein: 

one of the port module and the connection manager module are further configured to 
detect unavailability of the data source in response to an initial request for the data source by the 
remote application, to dynamically detect availability of the data source in response to a 
subsequent request for the data source, and to re-connect the data source to the remote 
application in response to the subsequent request, 

wherein the port module detects the unavailability of the data source, sends an error 
message to the interface module indicating the unavailability of the data source , detects the 
availability of the data source in response to the subsequent request for the data source, 
reestablishes a connection with the data source, and reconnects the remote application to the data 
source by directly communicating with the remote application and 
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wherein the port module bypasses b ypassing the connection manage r in the subsequent 
request . 

16-17. (canceled). 

18. (previously presented): The system of claim 15, wherein re-connecting further 
comprises re-establishing a connection between the port module and the data source 
independently from initialization of the connection manager. 

19. (previously presented): The system of claim 15, wherein re-connecting further 
comprises re-establishing a connection between the port module and the data source without re- 
initializing the connection manager. 

20. (previously presented): The method of claim 1, further comprising connecting 
directly the interface module and the at least one port module for communicating independently 
from the connection manager in subsequent communications. 

21 . (previously presented): The computer readable medium of claim 8, further 
comprising connecting directly the interface module and the at least one port module for 
communicating independently from the connection manager in subsequent communications. 
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22. (previously presented): The system of claim 15, wherein the interface module and 
the port module are configured to be directly connected for communicating independently from 
the connection manager in subsequent communications. 

23. (canceled). 

24. (previously presented): The method of claim 1, wherein the port module reconnects 
the remote application to the data source without initialization by the connection manager. 
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